
 



EMERGENCIES: Where to Call* 
 
Numbers below are for emergency calls only; life threatening, personal injury, 
property damage, or wildfire incidents. 
 
Kremmling, Grand County (river segment from Kremmling to Radium): 
 Emergency   911 
 Sheriff    970-725-3343 
 
Eagle County (river segment from Rancho del Rio to Dotsero): 
 Emergency   911 
 Sheriff    970-328-6343, ext. 3 
 
Telephones may be available at: 
 Radium (private home) 
 Rancho del Rio (at the resort/store) 
 State Bridge (at the resort/store) 
 Bond (at the store/restaurant) 
 Burns (post office/private home) 
 Anderson Camp (at the Camp office) 
 
*During the summer, late May through early September, BLM personnel can 
provide radio contact with headquarters in Glenwood Springs and in Kremmling 
and can relay emergency assistance requests. 
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WHITEWATER CLASSIFICATION 
 
The International Whitewater Scale:  The rapids noted on the river maps are 
classified according to degree of difficulty.  Higher flows generally require more 
decisive and demanding maneuvers.  Use extra caution at high flows when fast 
currents require shorter response times.  Scout when in doubt. 
 
CLASS I Very Easy.  Moving water with a few ripples and small waves.  Few 

or no obstructions. 
 
CLASS II Easy.  Easy rapids with waves up to three feet and wide clear 

channels visible without scouting.  Some maneuvering required. 
 
CLASS III Medium Difficulty.  Rapids with high irregular waves capable of 

swamping an open canoe.  Narrow passages often requiring 
complex maneuvering and scouting from shore. 

 
CLASS IV Difficult.  Long difficult rapids with constricted passages often 

requiring precise maneuvering in very turbulent waters.  Scouting 
from shore is often necessary, and conditions make rescue difficult. 
Not runnable in open canoes. 

 
CLASS V Very Difficult.  Extremely difficult, long, and very violent rapids with 

highly congested routes nearly always requiring scouting from 
shore.  Rescue conditions are difficult.  Significant hazards to life in 
event of a mishap.  Ability to Eskimo roll kayaks is essential. 

 
CLASS VI Extremely Dangerous.  Nearly impossible to run and very 

dangerous.  For teams of experts only after close study, having 
taken all precautions. 

 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE UPPER COLORADO 
RIVER RECREATION AREA, CONTACT: 
 
Bureau of Land Management 
Colorado River Valley Field Office
2300 River Frontage Road
Silt, Colorado 81652 
Tel: 970-876-9000 
 
Kremmling Field Office 
2103 E. Park Ave. 
Kremmling, Colorado  80459 
Tel: 970-724-3000 
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OTHER OFFICES—BLM COLORADO 
 
Colorado State Office 
2850 Youngfield St. 
Lakewood, Colorado  80215 
Tel: 303-239-3600 
 
Front Range Center 
3170 E. Main St. 
Cañon City, Colorado  81212 
Tel: 719-269-8500 
 
Little Snake Field Office 
455 Emerson St. 
Craig, Colorado  81625 
Tel:  970-826-5000 
 
Grand Junction Field Office 
2815 H Rd. 
Grand Junction, Colorado  81506 
Tel: 970-244-3000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Uncompahgre Field Office 
2465 S. Townsend Ave. 
Montrose, Colorado  81401 
Tel: 970-240-5300 
 
White River Field Office 
73544 Hwy. 64 
Meeker, Colorado  81641 
Tel: 970-878-3800 
 
Gunnison Field Office 
216 N. Colorado 
Gunnison, Colorado  81230 
Tel: 970-641-0471 
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